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1 . WE OF COURSE SHARE EMBASSY BONN'S CONCERN THAT E&E 
PREPARATIONS FOR US CITIZENS IN THE FRG BE AS FULLY 
DEVELOPED AS POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, WE ALSO AGREE WITH 
EMBASSY LONDON'S COMMENTS ON THE QUESTIONABLE DESIRABI 
LITY OF PROPOSING NEGOTIATION OF BILATERAL AGREE- 
MENTS, AND BELIEVE THAT THE SAME ARGUMENTATION IS EQUALLY 
VALID FOR FRANCE. 

2. ALTHOUGH WE BELIEVE THAT THE FRENCH WOULD BE VERY 
COOPERATIVE, SHOULD AN EMERGENCY ARISE, THEY WOULD PRO- 
BABLY NOT WISH TO ENTER A FORMAL AGREEMENT IN ADVANCE. 
THE FRENCH EQUATION IS AS ALWAYS COMPLICATED BY THE 
"SPECIAL STATUS" NOTED BY EMBASSY BONN. IN THIS PAR- 
TICULAR CASE, THE FRENCH WOULD NOT WANT TO COMMIT 
THEMSELVES TO THE SORT OF AUTOMATICITY OF RESPONSE 
WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED BY A BILATERAL AGREEMENT. 

AS EMBASSY LONDON POINTS OUT. SUCH AN AGREEMENT COULD 
BE SEEN AS NEARLY EQUIVALENT TO A PRIOR ENGAGEMENT TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE REINFORCEMENT EFFORT AND THUS IN THE 
CONFLICT, WHICH WOULD BE CONTRARY TO WELL 
ESTABLISHED FRENCH PRINCIPLES. FURTHERMORE, EVEN RAIS- 
ING THE MATTER WITH THE FRENCH COULD COMPLICATE OUR 
RELATIONS WITH THEM, SINCE THEY WOULD MOST LIKELY SEE IT 
AS ANOTHER FORM OF PRESSURE FOR BROADENED NATO ACTIVI- 
TIES AND COMMITMENTS. 
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3. WE SHARE EMBASSY LONDON'S VIEW THAT NATO CONSULTA- 
TIONS MIGHT BE A BETTER ROUTE TO BEGIN WITH. IF FURTHER 
E&E PREPARATIONS ARE DEEMED NECESSARY. THE FRENCH MIGHT 
BALK AT ANY FORM OF COMMITMENT EVEN IF THE MATTER WERE 
RASED IN NATO, BUT IF IT COULD BE DONE IN THE CON- 
TEXT OF A BROADER, RELATED PROBLEM DURING THE NORMAL 
COURSE OF DISCUSSIONS IN THE CIVIL EMERGENCY PLANNING 
COMMITTEE, WE WOULD PROBABLY STAND OUR BEST CHANCE OF 
ACHIEVING SOMETHING RELATIVELY CONCRETE. 

HARTMAN 
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